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Miami's 'Havana' 
Story of Success 



By E. V. W. JONES 
(States-ltcm Special Writer) 

. MIAMI— You are in Florida, 
but the voices around you are 
Spanish. 

'‘English Spoken Here,” 



do Benes, himself an exile 
and now vice president of the 
Washington Federal Savings 
& Loan Association, describes 
how successful his compa- 
triots have become. 



seized in Cuba and everything 
of value is taken from them 
at the airport before they 
leave. 



reads the si^ in the sh^ “Thjey arrived with^ t h^^ 
y^o(w, 't: £ clothing or their ‘ backs; noth- r . 
• m(ffe,;’ said’ Bencs. VTheir ^ 

Mmas intepr^. j-, , .-gees who settled In J^ew, Or- 
I the .of ^ the stptcsjtim 

f Wednesda^and . tljiiirs- 

with a population of 225,000 . ||ay.) 

and still growing. Twice each 
day, five days a week. ‘‘Free- 
dom Flights” paid for by the 
U.S. government airlift 160 
ittore Cubans into political er- 
ile fromi their commimist 
hjHneland; r . ..guj .j-ggy find oppor- 

MAW ARE relocated in the income of the Cuban popu- 
laUon in Dade County is 
million a year and growing. 
This is greater than the total 
income of any capital city in 
Central America and of the 
capitals of Bolivia, Paraguay 
or Ecuador.” 

Behind this success lies 
the Cubans' willingness to 
work, hard and long. And to 
help one another. TOen they 
first began to arrive in large 
numbers in 1965, they were 
given financial assistance by 
the U.S. government until 
they could become self-sup- 
porting. The mariTniTTn reUef 
payment was $100 a month, 
no matter how large the fami- 
ly, for one year. 

Former supreme court 
justices, high government offi- 
cials, distinguished profession- 
al men became waiters and 
busboys — anything for a liv- 
ing.. A diner's dishes might be 
cleared from the table of a 
downtown restaurant by a for- 
mer senator, mayor or gover- 
nor of a province. 

All that has changed. 

TAMIAMI TRAIL, or S.W, 
Eighth Street, was a rundown 
street of vacant stores and for 
sale signs when the Cubans 
arrived. Today it is the main- 

(Tnrn to Page 8, Colmnn 1) 



other cities after arrival in 
Miami. If their families are 

* (Pictkires on Page II) 

here, they stay. Or after ar- 
riving in Boston, Toledo or 
some other place, they long to 
be with their own kind in a 
chmate similar to Havana's 
they return to Miami, 

Here, the displaced Cu- 
bans have written an amar- 
Ing success story. Dr. Bernar- 



j Continued fratn Page 1 

stream of New Havana, with 
386 retail stores operated by 
^ Cubans. Some 6,000 businesses 

* in the area are Cuban-owned. 

,» Most gasoline stations, 

' auto repair shops, upholstery 

and carpenter ^ops are Cu- 
•J ban. Tree trimming, house 

painting and a great deal of 
s home building is done by Ca- 
l' Dans. Cuban architects design 

lovely, expensive red-tiled and 
Ij j a 1 1 0 e d homes for Cuban 

«, guilders to erect. 

|| ’ Salesgirls, secretaries, 

H jelephone operators, recep- 

Ij .Jkionists nearly all speak with 
a Spanish accent. 

'f DAVID EGOZI and Eu- 

Ij genio Ramos arrived with 

». nothing. Today their Miami 

I; company, Suave Shoes, em- 

ploys 1,100 exiles and turns 
4 out 20 million pairs of shoes a 

s year for sale throughout the 

United States. 

|r Miami Is second only to 
I; New York in the manufacture 

resort fashions and wom- 
b’s wear. 

Dr. Ernesto Freyre, a civ-' 
leader in the Latin com- 
5g^unity, explains: “Always, in 
w puba, the women make the 
plothes for the babies, for the 
•w* family. They like to sew. But 
^*they have never worked in a 
^••factory. Here, they need the 
^ money and they enjoy making 
fee clothes for everybody to 
^ buy. It is big business.” 

^ • Miami is gaining a repu- 
Z^tation as one of the finest cL 
j^.ties in America for dining out 
ZT The reason is the several dm:- 
cn Spanish restaurants found- 
ed bv Cuban exiles and fea- 

* turlng strolling musicians, 
IT clicking castanets, swiiiing 
^ skirts, good food and excellent 
IZ' service. 

Z. EVERY CUBAN has a 
2^ story. 

“I came on the freed<nn 
Inflight.” said Armando Delga- 
do, operator of a supermar- 
ket. ‘Tt was 1961. I could 
bring three pieces of clothing 
;2rbut no money, no jewelry, 

* nothing of value. The Com- 
jj;;;munists kept that and seized 
•r^-our home, our furniture in 
^ Havana. 

“My wife, Esperanza, and 
3SSour two children could not 
tfcome with me but took a 
Z plane to Spain. I worked here 
junior three years as a waiter, 
ZZ then I went to New York and 
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— AAiami-.^iCTro Oder, or lounsm rnaro 

A STREET SCENE IN HAVANA? Not so, this is a view of Southwest Eighth 
st. near downtown Miami, Fla. Goods and services of all kinds are Latin- 
oriented here, from movies to Jewelry houses. 



k 










I \v ■ 

^ { i ' ^'^siaalfcV ^ 

filE ART of" CIGAR'mAKING, for which Havana once was famous, has been 
transplanted by Cuban refugees to factories in Miami Some of the tobacco 
is U. S. grown, while some comes from Central America, (See story on Page 1.) 



